
PUTTING LABELLING LEGISLATION INTO 
PRACTICE
Mc Cain example



One World, one Fry

• McCain is the largest French Fries company in 
the World

• About one in every three French Fries 
consumed today is produced by McCain



McCain: a Family Business

• McCain brothers (Harrison and Wallace) of Florenceville 
(New Brunswick, Canada) launch in 1957, a new family 
enterprise.

• 30 employees produce about 750 kg/hour of frozen 
French fries.

• 1st international investment in England in 1968.

• The Netherlands: 1972; France: 1981; Belgium 1986.



Mc Cain today

• More than 20 000 employees

• About 55 production facilities on 6 continents

• 30 potato processing plants produce about 500 tons 
/hour

• A large range of products: potato based products, 
pizzas, ready meals, vegetables, appetisers and even 
transport



The production capabilitiesThe production capabilities

McCain Continental Europe Overview
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Why an European Regulation is useful?
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Retail Market: some clusters



Food Service: a packaging with 28 languages



Legal name of the product, address…: a part per language



Cooking instructions: some pictos



Origin of the product: some coding system



Other mentions



The problems we met

• Essentially in the new member states:

– Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland

– Suppression of some specifities

– Acknowledge of the European regulation by the local 
Authorities



Some Tools

• Ubifrance

• An internal lexique



Yes but

• Labelling rules are the same in all European countries

• But not the « communication » rules



An example: this product sold in Belgium could not be sold 
in France



Nutritional labelling

• Specific difficulties for some families of products:

– The preparation in under end user responsibility

– As much portion sizes as countries

→ Same internal rules for all the countries



3 examples

An Oven product



Purée: preparation with milk; product easy to portion: 4 
galets



Product dedicated to frying: base for calculation: 
100g frozen



Conclusions

One European Regulation

=  same regulation for 28 countries

=  same rules for 28 countries


